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ABWA Mission Statement… 

The Mission of the American 
Business Women’s Association 

is to bring together 
business women of diverse 
occupations and to provide 
opportunities for them to 

grow personally and 
professionally through 
leadership, education, 
networking support and 
national recognition.
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Birthday Presents & Opportunity Drawing Donations 
Lynn Wager will be collecting donations from members at the 
September 10th Business Meeting.  Thanks to the members who have 
already contributed! 

 
Special Vote next Business Meeting: 

Should we continue National Accreditation for our Chapter? 
We, as a Chapter have the choice.  We can either be an accredited 
chapter or we can be inactive. 

 
Chapter Surveys 

We collecting the member surveys, that were passed out at the August 
13th Business Meeting, at the September 10th Business Meeting.  Please 
take a few minutes to fill it out. It is important to our chapter’s future.
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ABWA Sonoma County Charter Chapter N0. 6065 
2008 - 2009 Budget 

   

Income Amount  Detail 

�0�H�P�E�H�U���'�X�H�V�� ���;���;�;��   

�)�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� ���;���;�;��   

�2�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���'�U�D�Z�L�Q�J�� ���;���;�;��   

�7�R�W�D�O���,�Q�F�R�P�H�� ���;���;�; ��   
   
   
Expenses Amount  Detail 

�$�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�L�Q�J�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�%�D�\���$�U�H�D���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�&�K�D�S�W�H�U���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���3�D�F�N�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�'�L�Q�Q�H�U���(�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V���*�X�H�V�W���'�L�Q�Q�H�U�V�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�������������������������������������������������������������6�S�H�D�N�H�U�V�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�6�%�0�(�)���'�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�)�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���(�[�S�H�Q�V�H�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�0�H�P�E�H�U���(�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�Q�I������ �������#�����;���;�;����

�����������������������������������������6�S�U�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�I���� �������#�����;���;�;����

�����������������������������������������%�$�&���/�X�Q�F�K�H�V����
���������;�����;���;�;����

�;�������P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V������

�1�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�3�R�V�W�D�J�H�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�:�H�E�V�L�W�H���0�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�0�L�V�F�����6�X�S�S�O�L�H�V�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�:�2�<���$�Z�D�U�G���3�3���3�L�Q�� ���;���;�;�� ����

�7�R�W�D�O���(�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V�� ���;���;�; �� ����
   

Prepared by: Lynn Wagner, President 
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Presidents Message 
September 2008 

Hello Members! 
 
And our most gracious of thanks go to Evelyn Silvers  for allowing our Chapter to use her house for 
our recent garage sale!  Thanks to Evelyn as well as to all who volunteered and donated, we earned 
$569 that day!  We’re off to a great start so, I would again invite all members to stay after the next 
meeting for a 10-15 minute Fundraising Committee meeting to discuss our next adventure – the Gas 
Card Raffle.  Our goal will be to get it kicked-off to sell tickets at ABW Day on September 21st 
 
The Board has been just as busy working on our Chapter’s Organizational Chart for 2008-2009.  This 
is being done to adhere more closely to National’s mandate that “we operate more like a business.”  
Each of the Committee Chairs will now directly report to one of the Board Members in order to speed 
communication. So, please refer to the chart provided in the newsletter and we’ll update it as needed.  
 
Also, the Board approved a Proposed Budget for Aug 2008 through July 2009 for the members to 
review and vote on at the next meeting.  You may notice higher Member Education expenses than in 
the past.  This is a direct result of the Spring Conference Report and changes announced by ABWA, 
National.  As a Chapter, we are facing a rather serious decision as to whether to retain our Charter 
with ABWA, National.  If we decide to retain our Charter, we will need to follow “Best Practices” as 
they have outlined.  The alternative is to allow our Charter to be revoked, in which case, we would 
have more local control but, without our ABWA Charter. 
 
As one of your newest members, I can only speak for myself when I say that one issue that most 
attracted me to the Sonoma County Charter Chapter was the fact that you have a Nationwide 
organization as well as a Bay Area affiliation of Chapters (Council).  This definitely gives the Chapter 
a resource base of staff and materials to draw from as well as networking opportunities throughout 
the Bay Area.  So, I hope you will all consider carefully and attend our September 10th meeting to 
vote on our budget as well as the secondary issue of whether to retain our Charter.  Please review 
the budget printed in this newsletter and come prepared with any questions. 
 
I’d again like to remind everyone to invite friends, neighbors, co-workers, and relatives to our 
meetings.  If we decide to retain our Charter, we’ll need our membership to grow - we have a lot to 
offer so, make those invitations!  And don’t forget – “the more, the merrier!” 
 
Sincerely, 
Lynn Wagner 
President 2008-2009 
 
 

FUN-draising Recap 
 

Fundraiser  Proposed Date  Potential Earnings  Actual Earnings  
Garage Sale August 23, 2008 $X.XX  $X.XX  
Gas Card Raffle Q3 2008 $X.XX   
Holiday Craft Sale Q4 2008 $X.XX   
Spring Tea w/Fashion Show Q2 2009 $X.XX - $X.XX   
Discuss Additional Fundraisers    

 Total: $X.XX  - $X.XX   
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A Reminder About Birthday Gifts & Opportunity Drawi ng Prizes:  
 

Don’t Forget to Bring Your Birthday Gifts  – they’re being donated by the members (just like our 
Christmas exchange).  Plan to bring your ($15.00 or less) gifts - wrapped, bagged, or creatively 
decorated for our birthday girls to choose from and your turn will be here before you know it! 
 
Opportunity Drawing Baskets and table decorations  are also being provided by the members.  
Please sign-up for your favorite holiday/month or, we’ll make assignments starting in October. 
Barbara Skanderson  has signed up to bring an Opportunity Drawing Basket (or 2) in September.  
We will need at least one more volunteer, so please call Alba Silva at 762-6932  ASAP to sign-up.  
The list will circulate again at the next meeting. 
 
 

 

 
Theater News  

 
This month we are featuring Cinnabar Theater's production of "The Philadelphia Story." You may 
remember the original movie, in which the lead was played by Kathryn Hepburn, or the later remake 
starring Grace Kelly, Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra. The story is about a wealthy socialite who is 
about to remarry but has her wedding plans complicated by the arrival of her ex-husband. That's 
when the fun begins, so don't miss it, it's bound to be another hit! 
  
This production opens Cinnabar Theater's 2008-2009 season and runs from September 5th through 
October 4th. Contact Barbara Skanderson 763-2578 for more information. 
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FUTURE EVENTS CALENDER 

9/10/08 General Meeting  
   Speaker:  Renee Russo of the Thermography Center 
   Topic:      Improved Technology for women's breast health 
          Marketing Infrared Thermography Centers in Sonoma County 

9/24/08 Board Meeting at Lynn Wagner’s House, Rohnert Park 

10/8/08 General Meeting  

10/22/08 Board Meeting at Lynn Wagner’s House, Rohnert Park 
 

Happy Birthdays 
 

9/3  Deborah Jacobson 9/4  Donna Lee McClary 

Joan Cuppoletti’s father, Elmer Nelsen Jr., passed away on August 19th, 2008.  
Our chapter made a $25 donation to SBMEF in his name. 

Laura Evans record of service with ABWA 
 

Laura joined ABWA August 6, 1997. 

1998-1999 - Laura and Mae Tomasetti shared the Secretary office for: 
President Viviana Cuppoletti/VP Joan Cuppoletti/Treasurer Lorraine McEvoy 

1999-2000 - Laura Evans, Secretary for: 
President Viviana Cuppoletti/VP Joan Cuppoletti/Treasurer Lorraine McEvoy 

2000-2001 - Laura Evans, Secretary for: 
President Joan Cuppoletti/VP Donna McClary/Treasurer Debbie Hallenbarter 

2001-2002 - Laura Evans, Fundraising Chairman 

Laura Evans was a very active member, whether it was selling raffle tickets in 
front of stores for hours, being a model for our fashion shows,  

or riding in a float, representing ABWA, in the Butter and Eggs Day Parade. 

She will be greatly missed friend and asset to our chapter. 

Our chapter made a $50 donation to SBMEF in her name. 



 

6 
 



 

7 
 

ABWA 
American Business Women’s Association 

Sonoma Charter Chapter # 6065 
Business Meeting 

Aug. 13, 2008 
 

Call to Order:  The business meeting of the Sonoma County Charter Chapter #6065 was held on  
Wednesday, Aug. 13, 2008. There were 10 members and 1 guest present.  President Lynn Wagner presided. 
 
Meeting was called to order at: 7:10 PM 
 
The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: Was led by Lynn. 
 

 Minutes: Minutes of the July meeting were approved as published in the newsletter by all members.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Accepted as published in the newsletter and filed for audit. 
                                         Motion by Lorraine, Seconded by Alba. 
 
Old Business: Garage sale at Evelyn Silvers on the 23rd of Aug.  Members are to be at Evelyn’s house at 
6:30pm Friday the 22nd of Aug. to set up and price items. 
 
Program: Brenda and Barbara shared their experiences at the Spring Conference. The new Mission 
Statement, meeting agendas and best practices.  
The Stephen Bufton Memorial Education Fund (SBMEF) is still a tax exempt scholarship and grant fund. 
Our local chapter is no longer considered a non-profit origination do to changes made by the IRS.  
 
New Business: Members that are going to ABWA Day, 6 ladies attending.  Volunteers needed to head up 
teams for fundraisers. Chapter is to start using new mission statement and best practices procedures.  
A motion was made by Lorraine and seconded by Viviana for the chapter to send $50.00 to the SBMEF in 
memory of Laura Evens. Members voted and it was passed.  
Sunshine, Lorraine, is going to send a sympathy card to the family of past member Laura Evens, who passed 
away this month. 
 
Newsletter/ Library:   Joan absent. 
 
Fundraisers:  Charter chapter needs volunteers to head up chairs persons.  Linda brought records 
That is to be place on the internet. 
 
Donation Drawing: $57.00, was raised from the drawing, Prizes were won by Alba, Lucille, Barbara, 
Darleen, guest Natalie Davis. 
 
Benediction: Was led by Lynn  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm 
 
By: Joyce Giromini-Cooper, Secretary     Board Meeting will be on Wednesday, Aug. 27th. 
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ABWA 
American Business Women’s Association 

Sonoma Charter Chapter # 6065 
Regular Board Meeting  

August 27, 2008 
 

CALL TO ORDER      6:57pm at Lynn Wagner’s home on August 27, 2008 
 
Minutes:  Joyce  
 
Treasure Report:  Checking account has over $4700.28 dollars in account. 
Barbara gave Lynn two checks to sign a mail out.  
Lynn will go to the bank and sign card for the checking account. 
     
Publicity:  Barbara will contact the Argus Currier to place add in news paper. 
Barbara will tell members of a play at the Cinnabar Theater.  
 
Newsletter: Joan:  July newsletter accepted as published  
 
Program:  Organization Chart: Reviewed by board and will be handed out at business meeting. 
 
Old Business:  Garage Sale turned out real well chapter made over $500.00. 
  
New Business:  Guest speaker will be Lynn Renee Russo, Thermography Center of Sonoma 
County.      

2008-2009 Budget: Lynn will complete the budget, another Board  
Meeting will be held on September 3, 2008 to complete review of budget. 
 

Best Practices:  The Board was informed that we need have 30 active members to be a 
National accredited chapter. 

 
New member packets will be ordered and handed out.  

 
Pathway to Accreditation in 2009 

 
Scholarships: Will be brought to the members for a vote.                                    
 
Next Fundraiser:  Gas Raffle 
 
ADJOURNED PM:  8:10 
 

Business Meeting to be on Sept 10th Flippers Restaurant AT 6:30pm 
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ABWA 
American Business Women’s Association 

Sonoma Charter Chapter # 6065 
Emergency Board Meeting  

September 3, 2008 
 

CALL TO ORDER      6:57pm at Lynn Wagner’s home on September 3, 2008 
 
Minutes:  Joyce  
 
Treasure Report:  Barbara, board accepted as published 
 
Program:  Lynn Wagner 
 
Newsletter: Joan:  Joyce to email minutes to Joan 
 
Old Business:  Garage Sale 
  
New Business: Organizational Chart, Board looked and discussed the chart that will be taken to 
business meeting. 
     

2008-2009 Budget: A motion was made by Brenda, seconded by Barbara to accept the 
budget. Barbara will present the budget at business meeting for a vote.  
 

Best Practices: Chapter will do a roll call from attending member’s who are up to date 
on dues.  
 

Pathway to Accreditation in 2009 
 
Woman of the Year: Applications will be given to Linda to hand out to charter members. 
                            
Christmas Meeting: Joyce will let National know there will be a change in meeting venue. 
 
Next Fundraiser:  Gas Raffle 
 
ADJOURNED PM:  8:10 
   

Business Meeting to be on Sept 10th Flippers Restaurant AT 6:30pm 
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BAC MINUTES – JULY 13, 2008 
�

Sally called the meeting to order at 10:30 am. The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were recited. 
Sally welcomed everyone and acknowledged special guests. 
 
Carol introduced our candidates Amy Dawson for National President, Elise Balgley for National Vice 
President, Joanne Osby for National Secretary-Treasurer, Michelle Egbert and Debbie Reynolds for 
District 6 Vice President. They each spoke a few moments on their platform and then fielded 
questions from the audience. 
 
Roll call was taken and chapter events were read by Brenda. The minutes and Treasurer reports for 
March and May were approved. 
 
Barbara Jenkins, chairman of the nominating committee gave the group a report on their progress. 
There are three positions still to be filled. 
 
Elise gave a report on ABW Day which is September 21st at Castlewood Country Club in Pleasanton. 
Jacque Zoccoli is looking for everyone’s local newspapers to put some advertising out there. The 
deadline for nominees for three outstanding women is July 26th. 
 
Joanne Osby, District 6 Vice President gave us a State of the District report. The membership in 
District 6 represents 17.4% of national membership and is in the top 3 districts. Active chapters are 
134. District 6 leads in chapter deactivations which were 15 in 2007. 
 
Amy Dawson, National Secretary-Treasurer gave us an update on what’s new at National. Their new 
website is now up and running and we should check it out. She also recommended 
www.cheapair.com for good discounts on flights. She encouraged everyone to try to make it to 
Covington for the National Convention. 
 
Karen Jordan questioned why if National wants out chapter to grow, then why don’t they disseminate 
the information given at conferences and conventions to chapters who were unrepresented. JoAnn 
will follow up with this and let her know after their conference call on the 24th. Chapter sign up to host 
BAC meetings was conducted: Placer County 3/09, Loma Prieta 5/09, Pathfinder 7/09, Sonoma 9/09, 
Crystal Springs 01/10, November is still open. 
 
A vote was taken regarding hosting District Conference 2010 and was approved. Sally will inform 
National that we are interested. 
 
Next meeting hosted by Pathfinder is ABW Day, September 21st. November BAC hosted by Crystal 
Springs. Opportunity drawing was held and the Benediction was said. Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Karen Jordan 
Secretary 
 

ATTENDANCE REPORT – JULY 13, 2008 
 
Capital City – 0  Changing Times – 1 Cities by the Bay – 3 Crystal Springs – 8 Express to Success – 3 
Loma Prieta – 1  National – 2  North Bay—3   Pathfinder – 3  Placer County – 4  
San Mateo – 0  Sonoma County –12 Guests – 9  
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ABWA 
Sonoma County Charter Chapter #6065 

August Treasure's Report 
 

      
Balance forward 6/23/08      
      
Income:       
Garage Sale $X.XX      
Donations $X.XX      
Member Dues $X.XX      
Donation Drawing $X.XX      
Bank Interest $X.XX      
Total Income: $X.XX      
      
Expenses:       
SBMEF $X.XX      
ABW Day $X.XX      
Total Expenses: $X.XX      
      
  Ending Balance as of 8/27/08: $X.XX  
      
      
Account Balances:       
Member Education $X.XX      
Scholarship $X.XX      
General Fund $X.XX      
 $X.XX      
      
      
Submitted by:      
      
Barbara Skanderson      
Treasurer      


