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Meeting Reminder
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August 2008
Dear Members,

The July BAC was a success! The surveys from ttemdees came back with
nothing but praise for our chapter and the hotéleryone thought we were
“hostesses with the mostes”. We made almost $1000@om the opportunity
drawing. Unfortunately, we always have to splattivith the BAC council.
The dollars we kept will keep our general fund tigafor a while!

| want to give a special thanks to Barbara Skamdterfor her super
organization of the event. Viviana Cuppoletti didyreat job on the drawing
prizes. Lynn Wagner, Lorraine McEvoy and Joan @lgtg were key in our
success. Last, but definitely not least, thank yoall of the members who

ABWA Mission Statement... came to this event and made sure that the BAC doommbers knew we
The Mission of the American were a team.

Business Women's Association

is to bring together THANKS!HHIIII

business women of diverse Brenda Shahan

occupations and to provide President 2007-2008

opportunities for them to

grow personally and ]
professionally through ABWA Garage Sale to send Lynn Wagner to ABWA Natioal
leadership, education, Contact Joan at 782-9254 for donation pickup

networking support and
national recognition.

8/22/08 Setup for Garage Sale at Evelyn Silverssh at 7 pm
8/23/08 Garage Sale 1313 Kresky Way, Petalunra 8am to 2pm
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August, 2008
Hello Members!

And welcome to the beginning of the new and exciting 2008—2009 term! |
speak for the whole Chapter in saying that Brenda and her Board will be a
tough act to follow — congratulations to them all on a job really well done. And
we’re so lucky to have two seasoned veterans still with us!

Our August 13" meeting will feature Brenda and Barbara and their
presentation on the Spring Conference. They will explain changes announced
by National that will signal changes at the local level. So, please review the
Spring Conference Report reprinted in this newsletter and come prepared with
any questions.

Beaqinning at our August meeting:

Birthday gifts will be donated by the members (just like our Christmas
exchange). Plan to bring your ($15.00 or less) gifts - wrapped, bagged, or
creatively decorated for our birthday girls to choose from and your turn will be
here before you know it!

Opportunity Drawing Baskets and table decorations will be provided by the
members. Please sign-up for your favorite holiday/month or if you're flexible,
we’ll make assignments.

Can you say FUN-draising? At our July meeting we discussed how important
fundraising would be this year to support member education goals. The
membership approved the following:
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Potential

Fundraiser Proposed Date Earnings
Garage Sale August 23, 2008 $800
Gas Card Raffle Q3 2008 $1,000
Harvest Tea w/Hat
Contest Q4 2008 $2,000 - $2,500
Spring Tea w/Fashion
Show Q2 2009 $2,000 -$2,500

Total: | $5,800 - $6,800

To get us jump-started, Evelyn Silvers has graciously offered her home for our
garage sale. The date’s been set for Saturday, August 23, 2008 from 8 am —
2 pm so, please pass the word and start saving your donations. There will be a
brief (15 minute) Fundraising Committee Meeting after the business meeting —
all members please plan to attend so we can make this first event a success.

Remembering the expression that “many hands make light work,” I'd like to
appeal to all members who've not yet made a commitment this year, to
consider volunteering for one of the following key positions; Fundraising Team
Leader, Gas Raffle Chair, Harvest Tea Chair, Spring Tea Chair, Membership
Chair, and Publicity Chair.

Once these positions are filled, we can move on to the next task of developing
the 2008-2009 budget which will be published in the September newsletter.
Last, I'd like to remind everyone to invite friends, neighbors, co-workers, and
relatives to our meetings. If we want our membership to grow, we need to get
more women to our meetings so, make those invitations! And don't forget —
“the more, the merrier!”

Sincerely,

Lynn Wagner
President 2008-2009

2



FUTURE EVENTS CALENDER

8/13/08 General Meeting
Speaker: Barbra Skanderson & Brenda Shahan

8/22/08 Setup for Garage Salet Evelyn Silvers house at 7 pm
8/23/08 ABWA Garage Salel313 Kresky Way, Petaluma from 8am to 2pm

8/27/08 Board Meeting at TBA
9/10/08 General Meeting

9/24/08 Board Meeting at TBA

Happy Birthdays
8/14 Terrian McGowan 8/18 Linda Frates

Laura Evens, eleven year member of our local chapter,
passed away August 5, 2008.
She was a great asset to ABWA and a friend to all.
She will be sorely missed.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday August 12" at 11 am
Contact Viviana at 762-2641 for details

Cecelia Righter, Treasurer of BAC, passed away July 21, 2008.
She was a areat asset to ABWA and to the BAC. She will be sorely missed

New ABWA National Web site!

Check it out!! ABWA National is excited to announce the opening of Phase 1 of the new ABWA National Web site. You're
invited to log in at www.abwa.org, take a look around, and shop the new online store for ABWA merchandise or to register
for the National Women's Leadership Conference.

In order to log in as a member to take advantage of member pricing on merchandise and conferences, take the following
steps:

Step 1: From the home page, click on "Marketplace”

Step 2: Go to the left navigational bar and click on "Shop ABWA"

Step 3: On the landing page, click on the blue words "ABWA Store™

Step 4: Click on the "Login" button on the left navigational bar

Step 5: Enter your E-mail address on file at ABWA National and the case sensitive, pre-assigned password: Passwordl
Step 6: Hit "Go" and you will immediately be prompted to change your password

Step 7: Personalize your password, enter the Online Store, and shop!

Having trouble logging in? Contact us at webmail@abwa.orq{and we will get you connected!




ABWA
American Business Women’s Association
Sonoma Charter Chapter #6065

Call to Order: The regular meeting of the Sonoma County Chartaptr #6065 was held on Wednesday,
July 9, 2008. There were 12 members and 2 guessemt. President Brenda Shahan presided.

Meeting was called to order at:7:00 PM.

Brenda introduced the Board members and Committesr€then invited all other members and guests to
introduce themselves.

The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiancevas led by Brenda.
Minutes: Minutes of the June meeting were approved asqatiim the newsletter.
Treasurer's Report: Accepted as published in the newsletter and foedcudit.
Old Business:
July 13" BAC meeting —Barbara and Lynn will assign duties to all memlztending the meeting.

ABW Day - Is September 21, 2008, in FremoBtenda explained the day’s happenings for this even
There will be speakers and nominees for nationfadeflf anyone wishes to nominate someone for Wooia
the Year, turn your applications in as soon asiplesdnstructions were printed in the newsletter.

New Business:

Support of Amy Dawson for National President -The Board recommended we donate $50 to Amy’s
campaign. Evelyn made a motion to donate the $xfyreled by Lynn, passed.

National Convention -Brenda asked for a vote on whether we would sedédlegate to the National
Convention in Kentucky. Joan made a motion thatsesed incoming president Lynn Wagner, seconded and
passed.

Fundraisers - Lynn explained several ideas for fundraising evehtey were a Garage Sale, a Harvest
Tea, Gas Card Raffle and a Spring Tea & FashiorwShbere were also several other ideas to be piiodoh
for a later time. Alba made a motion that we bggans for a fundraiser, seconded by Joyce, passed.

Board & Chairperson Appreciation — Brenda thanked all Board and Committee Chaidsprasented
a gift to each.

Installation of Officers — Installed for the 2008-2009 year were Presideynn Wagner; VP, Brenda
Shahan; Secretary, Joyce Cooper and Treasurera@adxanderson.

Outgoing VP, Linda Frates, presented Brenda wBast-President’s pin.

Donation Drawing: $55 was raised from the drawirigyizes were won by Alba, Joan and Joyce’s gueshyKa
Snow.

Benediction: Was let by Brenda.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.
By: Barbara Skanderson, Secretary
The next Board meeting will be on July 23, 2008, &arbara Skanderson’s home.
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AMERICAN BUSINESS WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION
SONOMA CHARTER CHAPTER #6065
Board Meeting — July 23, 2008

Call to Order: The Board meeting of the Sonoma Charter Cha®@5 Gvas held on Wednesday, July 23, 2008 at the
home of Barbara Skanderson. President, Brenda 8hatesided.

President Brenda Shahan called the meeting to atdef5 PM.

Minutes: Were approved as published in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report: Was approved as corrected and filed for audit.

Newsletter: Joan will print the Board Minutes, ABW Day inforrm@t and thank you letters in the August newsletter.
Program: Evelyn reported that she visited Sonoma Joes’ Gityts Restaurant to check it out for possible fetu
meetings. Brenda and Barbara will be the progragalegrs for the August General Meeting, sharing Wit learned at
the Spring Conference.

Sunshine: Viviana reported on August Birthdays, Terriann,danwill celebrate their birthdays this month. ina also
reported that she will send a donation to SBMEme@mory of Lynn’s father, who passed away recemityraine will

take over Sunshine for the 2008-2009 year.

Publicity/Theatre: No report as Barbara felt that there appear® todiinterest at this time, probably due to summer
vacations.

Old Business: July BAC meeting — Brenda reported that the meetias definitely a success. She received good teepor
from her surveys. Most people liked the event, witly a few exceptions.

Fundraising: Lynn reported thajoan will speak with someone at Royal Petroleurandigg getting gas cards for a
drawing and we could sell chances at $5.00 eaahsB@gested having three prizes in all. Lynn suggddsaving a
garage sale first in order to raise money quic&lfelp pay her expenses to the National Convenfliba.garage sale was
scheduled for August 23 It will be held at Evelyn’s house. The gas casdsild be our second fundraiser.

New BusinessWe received a thank you letter from Amy Dawsondar $50 donation to her campaign fund for National
President.

Lynn and Joan are working on putting our libraryoom website.
Evelyn will continue to take reservations for ounnthly meetings.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM

Submitted by: Barbara Skanderson, Secretary















SPRING CONFERENCE REPORT

| think | speak for Barbara and myself when | gzt the conference was an incredible experience.
There was so much energy in the room, it was dagnti hope someday each of you will have the oty
to go to a conference

Several changes will be taking place in the nedry These rules are coming from National so don't
shoot the messenger. The theme of the confereasélwvill be the first to change”. So here arew of the

changes.

1.

o gk

All programs will be 45 minutes long and will orite business related. For example: if we have a
doctor, they should talk about health in regartheoworkplace. National gave us a packet of 62
interactive programs to use when our speaker doteshow. It might be a good idea to use one of
them once in a while just to keep everybody infadnieis required that we have 9 professional
development programs that are business and/or mmalkgant.

. All business shall be brought before the boardrigeitois presented to the membership. No

exceptions! All board meetings minutes will be lihed in the newsletter. According to National,
the average general business meeting should ldshger than 10 minutes. This means that all
committee chairs shall make a report and havehitighed in the newsletter monthly.\

The mission statement shall be published in es=sya of the newsletter. This shall be on the first
page of the newsletter. Every ABWA chapter shaliligently follow the mission statement to the
letter.

Member activity shall be analyzed on a monthly fagAttendance, member status, etc)

All “accredited” chapters shall have a web site apdate it to reflect the group’s current status.

All chapters shall report change in group actiyineeting time, day or venue) to ABWA national
within 1 week of the change.

Chapters shall focus on supporting our memberslieaing their career goals. At least 50% of the
yearly budget shall be set aside for member edutafrl his includes spring conferences, National
conferences and BAC meetings.

Members shall be surveyed at least once a yedettify the skills and experiences need to advance
the member professionally. Utilize the resultsiébermine the programming for the group.

Run all scholarship monies (if applicable) throddtional. National will no longer help with any
legal problems in regard to local scholarship paogs. The Chapter Board is legally responsible for
any mishaps with the local scholarship program.

10. Fill out “Best Practices” book yearly and turnnt iWe will do this for this year, but we are not

going to pass.

These are the highlights of the changes. We,@sapter have the choice. We can either be an
accredited chapter or we can be inactive. Thisheilbrought before the members in the first pathe new
chapter year. Barbara and | hope to speak inlggiaut the above changes in August. Please doiwen any
guestions you have about the changes and we wilbtanswer them at that time. Just remembereifwant to
grow, we will have to change. Again, it will be to you as members to decide the direction tlgten will

take.

Brenda Shahan
President 2007-2008

(Reprinted from June Newsletter)
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